IChemE Visit to Wyeth Pharmaceuticals and 

Wyeth Nutritionals (S'pore) Pte Ltd

19 members and their guests turned up at the Wyeth Nutritionals and Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, Tuas on 24 April 2002. The programme was well-organised by the company and the members were conducted around the 2 plants by management staff. The high standard of hygiene was impressive. In the nutritions plant, we saw in the simple control room the online system that controls the blending, filtration, pasteurisation and evaporation steps in the production of the well-known infant milk powder. The filling line was fascinating to watch: cans of milk powder roll, rotate and tumble into position on their way to the cardboard cartons. The pharmaceuticals plant produces a high value product for hormone replacement therapy. One of the ingredients (oestrogen) is derived from a powder concentrate of horse urine. All the necessary ingredients are brought in from the sister plant in Ireland. The Singapore plant performs the secondary processing in blending, compacting, coating and packaging the tablets. Powder technology combines with the unerring accuracy of intricate mechanical devices. The “pharma” plant is currently undergoing validation. When this is achieved, it will manufacture for the commercial market. The plant visit was made enjoyable by the kind hospitality of our host. Three cheers for Wyeth!
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