Music Project

The 7 Different Musical Periods

The long history of music is divided into 7 different periods.
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The Middle Ages period
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The Renaissance period
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The Baroque period
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The Classical period
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The Romantic period
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The Impressionistic period 
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The Twentieth Century period

I will now introduce to you these different periods in detail. 
Click here to begin.

The Middle Ages Period

This is the first period of music, which lasted from 400 to 1400. It all started after the invading hordes of Vandals, Huns and Visigoths overran Europe to bring an end to the Roman Empire. The new civilization, which dominated Europe, was called Christian Church. Now that they are the rulers of Europe they would be generally dictating the destiny of music, art and literature. Pope Gregory I is generally believed to have collected and codified the music known as Gregorian Chant, which was the approved music of the Church. Much later, Organum, a new form of music was also created during the same period. Leonin, Perotin, Landial, Mahout, are a few of the important composers of the period.

Music during that period are chants or secular music. A few of the important composers during this period are Leonin, Perotin, Landial and Mahout. Here is a example of a music during that period entitled “Agnes Dei” by Mahout.
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The Renaissance Period


The second period of music, which is the Renaissance Period, lasted from 1400 to 1600. During this period, there was a great cultural awakening throughout Europe. With the rise of humanism, sacred music began for the first time to break free of the confines of the Church, and a school of composers trained in the Netherlands mastered the art of polyphony in their settings of sacred music. Secular music thrived during this period and instrumental and dance music was performed in abundance. During the later part of this period, England flourished in the English madrigal.

A variety of musical instruments were used together with the songs during the period. William Byrd was one of the famous composers during this period. This is a work piece by him entitled “Fortune”. 
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The Baroque Period

This period lasted from 1600 to 1750, which is the 3rd period of the history of music. During this period, many composers changed the style of music that was prevalent to the High Renaissance. Also during this period, monarchs to employed composers at their courts. They were just slightly more important compared to the servants. They were employed to churn out music for any occasion.

New styles of music were also during these period. A fine example was the creation of opera. The instrumental concerto was a highly important of the Baroque era. Harpsichord music also achieved greater heights due to the works of good composers like Domenico Scarlatti 


Opera music was the main creation in this period. . The instrument concerto was highly important in the Baroque era. Vivaldi and Bach are examples of the few good composers during this period. Here is one by Bach entitled “Dona nobis pacem” 
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The Classical Period 

From the 1750 to the 1820 period, artists, architects, and musicians moved away from the heavily ornamented styles of the Baroque. A clean, uncluttered style they thought reminiscent of Classical Greece replaced those music formerly used in monarchs and the church. These music were demanding an impersonal, but tuneful and elegant. Musicians from all over Europe came to Vienna to study and gradually developed and formalized the standard musical forms that were to predominate European musical culture for the next several decades. There is too a reform in the opera. The idea of Orchestra symphony was greatly contributed by Johann Stamitz.


The few of the many famous composers during this period are Franz Joseph Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and Ludwig van Beethoven. In this period, Orchestra symphony was the new introduction of this period. Here is an example of a work piece by Mozart.
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The Romantic Period

The period from 1820 to 1920, which makes up the 5th period in music history are caused by socio-political revolutions, which resulted in new social orders and new ways of life and thought. This caused composers to add a new emotional depth to the prevailing classical forms. Folk stories and literature became ingredients for opera performances. Nationalist composers also came up with their own unique music.

The continued modification and enhancement of existing instruments, plus the invention of new ones, led to the further expansion of the symphony orchestra throughout the century. The late Romantic composers formed richer and bigger symphony orchestras. Of course, there are too outstanding composers during this period and one of them is the famous Beethoven and here is a piece from him.
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The Impressionistic Period And Twentieth Century 

The last 2 periods ranged from 1860 to 1910. Composers were searching for exciting and different modes of expression. One of the modes includes Impressionism. Nation based songs were still composed with nationalist composer Bartok composed music with Twentieth Century form. Composers explored manipulation of rhythms rather than the usual melodic/harmonic schemes and one of them is Edgard Varèse The manipulation of kaleidoscopic rhythms and instrumental colors gave Igor Stravinsky his full rein in his long and varied career. 


Traditional instruments were experimented in new ways like the “prepared piano” that American composer John Cage used. In addition to new and eclectic styles of musical trends, the twentieth century boasts numerous composers whose harmonic and melodic styles an average listener can still easily appreciate and enjoy. Last but not least, there are a few famous composers in this period and one of them is Bartok. Here is a example of his work. 
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